23 August
13 Sunday after Pentecost

The Church Built on the Rock of Christ

Isaiah 51:1-6
Psalm 124

1 Pet-2:1-10
Matthew 16:13-20

Key Verse: Matthew 16:18 - "And | tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it."

Introduction

The Church today stands as a beacon of hope, a community of faith, and a witness to
the grace of God in Christ Jesus. But what is the foundation upon which this Church is
built? Is it human leadership, traditions, or institutions? Jesus Christ makes it clear in
today's Gospel reading: the Church is built not on shifting sands but on the solid rock of
Christ Himself, as confessed by Peter. The Church stands firm not because of us, but
because of Christ's own promise and power. In a world shaken by uncertainty, the
Church is called to remain steadfast, bold in witness, and humble in service, knowing
that its foundation is unshakeable.

1. Remember the Rock from Which You Were Hewn (Isaiah 51:1-6)

The prophet Isaiah calls the people of Israel to look back to their roots, to Abraham and
Sarah, from whom the nation came. "Look to the rock from which you were cut" (Isaiah
51:1). This is more than a call to ancestry; it is a call to identity and to faith. Abraham
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness. He is the rock in a spiritual
sense because he responded to God's call with faith and obedience. Today, the Church
is reminded to look to its own foundation. We are not built on popularity or power, but on
the covenantal promises of God. When we face trials, let us not forget our calling. The
Church must return to its spiritual origins - faith, grace, obedience, and God's mercy. In
an age when churches are tempted to conform to worldly models of success, Isaiah
reminds us that our growth and strength come not from ourselves but from God's hand,
who "will surely comfort Zion and will look with compassion on all her ruins" (v. 3). Like a
tree that stands firm because its roots go deep into the ground, the Church stands firm
when it remembers its source - God's covenant and calling.

2. If the Lord Had Not Been on Our Side (Psalm 124)
Psalm 124 is a thanksgiving song, a testimony of deliverance. "If the Lord had not been

on our side," the psalmist repeats, the enemies would have swallowed us alive. The
waters would have engulfed us. But God was faithful. He did not abandon His people to



destruction. The Church is often surrounded by opposition - spiritual, social, and
ideological. Persecution, apathy, and even internal strife can threaten the vitality of the
Body of Christ. Yet we must remember that our help is in the name of the Lord, who
made heaven and earth. We are not preserved by clever strategy but by divine grace.
The Church must be a people of praise, always remembering that God is the deliverer.
As in the past, God is active in the present, sustaining, guiding, and protecting. The
storms may come, but the Church will not drown, because Christ is in the boat. A small
boat caught in a storm may seem doomed, but with a strong anchor, it holds firm. Christ
is the Church’s anchor and its shield.

3. Living Stones and a Chosen People (1 Peter 2:1-10)

Peter, the same disciple who declared Christ as the Son of the Living God, later writes
to the Church calling believers "living stones." Christ is the cornerstone, chosen and
precious, and believers are being built into a spiritual house. The Church is not merely a
building; it is a people called out by God. Peter describes our identity: a chosen people,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession. This identity comes with a
mission: "that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light." The Church must not lose sight of its calling. We are not consumers
of religious services; we are participants in God’s mission. Our faith must result in
action, our belief in proclamation. Every believer is a stone in God’s house, and every
act of faith builds up the Church. A single stone may seem insignificant, but when
placed with others, it becomes part of a magnificent cathedral. The Church is built when
each believer embraces their calling.

4. Upon This Rock | Will Build My Church (Matthew 16:13-20)

This Gospel passage is a dramatic moment in the life of Jesus and His disciples. Jesus
asks, "Who do you say | am?" and Peter answers, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the
Living God." Jesus affirms this confession and says, "On this rock | will build my
Church." The "rock" is not just Peter as a person, but Peter's confession of Jesus as the
Christ. That truth is the foundation of the Church. Christ builds His Church on the
revelation that He is Lord and Savior. And He assures that "the gates of Hades will not
overcome it." In a world of confusion and spiritual drift, the Church must return again
and again to this confession. We are not built on human leaders, denominations, or
movements. We are built on Christ, the Son of the Living God. This also comes with
responsibility. Jesus gives the Church authority - to bind and to loose, to proclaim the
Kingdom of God. With that authority comes the call to humility, prayer, and holy
boldness. Foundations matter. A building can only rise high if its foundation is strong.
The Church that builds on Christ can stand any test.

Conclusion
The Church is not a fragile human institution, but a divine creation, built on the rock of

Christ. As we reflect on our foundations today, let us remember Isaiah’s call to look to
our spiritual roots, the Psalmist’s reminder that God is our helper, Peter’s teaching that



we are living stones, and Jesus’s promise that His Church will never be overcome. Let
us then be a faithful Church, bold in our confession, active in our calling, and firm in our
foundation. No matter what storms may come, we are secure, because Christ is our
Rock.

Prayer

Gracious God, We thank You for the Church, built not by human hands but by the hands
of the Living Christ. You are our Rock and our Redeemer. Help us to live as living
stones, proclaiming Your praise, standing firm in faith, and united in love. Strengthen us
for the work You have given us. Teach us to trust in You in all things, to remember our
foundations, and to walk boldly in the path of Christ. Let our lives be a testimony to Your
grace, and may Your Church shine as a light in the darkness. In the name of Jesus
Christ, the cornerstone of our faith, we pray. Amen.



