2 August
10 Sunday after Pentecost

God’s Abundant Grace and compassion for all

Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 17:1-7, 15
Romans 9:6-13
Matthew 14:22-33

Key Verse: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” — Matthew 14:27
Introduction

Life brings us face to face with many forms of brokenness - physical, emotional,
relational, and spiritual. We often wrestle with ourselves, with others, and even with
God. In all of this, we long for mercy, grace, and the compassion that can transform
despair into hope. Today’s readings draw us deep into the heart of God who not only
shows compassion but pursues us with grace, even when we are unaware of it. This
God walks toward us amid storms, wrestles with us through the night, answers us in
distress, chooses us by grace, and calls us to faith. Let us now reflect on God’s
Abundant Grace and Compassion for All through four biblical windows.

1. Wrestling with God’s Grace — (Genesis 32:22-31)

In Genesis, we encounter Jacob, a man running from his past, approaching a fearful
future, caught in the middle of a dark night - alone. It is in this moment that he is
confronted by a mysterious man, later revealed to be God Himself. The struggle
continues all night, and Jacob refuses to let go until he is blessed. This wrestling is
symbolic of our own human condition - torn between guilt and grace, striving and
surrender. We often want God’s blessings, but we resist His transformation. Jacob
receives a new name - Israel, meaning “one who struggles with God” - not because he
won by strength, but because he was willing to hold on through the pain. This is grace:
God meets us where we are and transforms us through the struggle. Many people today
wrestle with their identity, purpose, and past mistakes. Like Jacob, our night of wrestling
can become the dawn of transformation. God’s grace doesn’t always come in comfort -
it comes through persistence, surrender, and divine touch.

2. A Cry for Compassion — (Psalm 17:1-7, 15)

David, the psalmist, cries out, “Hear a just cause, O Lord; attend to my cry; give ear to
my prayer from lips free of deceit.” This is the prayer of someone who feels wronged,
persecuted, or misunderstood. In verses 6—7, David calls on God to “show the wonder
of your great love, you who save by your right hand.” Here, the psalm reveals a deep
trust in God’s compassionate justice. David knows that God not only hears the cries of



the oppressed but acts to redeem. This Psalm reminds us that grace is not abstract - it
is attentive. God listens, responds, and vindicates. He shows compassion not just in
eternal promises but in present realities. Like a child calling to their parent in the dark,
the psalmist teaches us to cry out with confidence. God does not ignore our suffering.
He comes to us with loving justice and delivers us.

3. Chosen by Grace, Not by Merit — (Romans 9:6-13)

Paul addresses a sensitive issue in Romans 9: the tension between human expectation
and divine election. He explains that God’s promises are not based on human effort,
ancestry, or works, but on divine grace. He uses the example of Isaac and Ishmael, and
then Jacob and Esau. God chose Jacob, not because he was better, but because of His
purpose. This reminds us that God’s grace is not something we earn; it is freely given.
His compassion extends beyond our human qualifications. This is a vital reminder to the
Church today. We cannot limit God’s grace to boundaries of denomination, caste, class,
or race. God’s compassion extends to all, often beyond our expectations. In ministry, we
sometimes see the most unexpected people transformed - addicts become evangelists,
sceptics become servants. That is the mystery of grace. It cannot be boxed in.

4. Christ Comes in the Storm - (Matthew 14:22-33)

The Gospel reading is perhaps the most vivid picture of grace and compassion in
action. The disciples are caught in a storm - battered by waves, fearful, and alone. And
then Jesus comes to them - walking on the water. They are terrified, mistaking Him for a
ghost. But Jesus speaks, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter steps out in faith,
walks on the water briefly, then sinks. Jesus catches him. This story reveals several
layers of God’s compassion:

He sees us in the storm.

He comes to us even when we are afraid.
He calls us out in faith.

He catches us when we fall.

The story ends with the disciples worshiping Him. Worship is the natural response to a
God who rescues us from drowning in fear and unbelief. Many storms rage around us -
personal crises, communal pain, national violence. But Jesus walks into our storms - not
to condemn, but to save. His compassion is not passive; it acts, rescues, restores.

Conclusion

God’s grace is not just an idea - it is a person: Jesus Christ. His compassion was not
selective - it was abundant. He healed the lepers, ate with sinners, restored the
outcasts, and forgave the guilty. As the Church of Christ in India, we are called to live
this same grace. We must be a community that embraces the broken, extends
compassion to the hurting, and offers grace without prejudice. Let us remember: we all



are Jacobs wrestling, Davids crying, Pauls proclaiming, and Peters sinking. And in all of
this, God comes to us with abundant grace and compassion for all.

Prayer

Gracious God, We thank You for Your unending grace that reaches us even when we
are undeserving. You meet us in the dark nights of wrestling, hear us in our cries,
choose us despite our flaws, and walk toward us in our storms. Help us to live as
recipients of Your grace - grateful, humble, and compassionate. May we be vessels of
Your mercy in this broken world, offering love where there is pain, hope where there is
despair, and light where there is darkness. Give us the courage to step out in faith and
the strength to hold on when we are weak. Let our lives reflect the boundless
compassion of Christ. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



